. Apr-21-2004 [1:06sm  Frow-HOM SHELLEY BERKLEY

Qongress ot e Gnued HIates
| SHashington, BE 20515
RECEIVED

0Ye1>3
MAY 2 0 200 q

Agpri] 20, 2004

The Hoporable Speacer Abrehem

Secretary -

Depariment of Energy

"1000 Independence Avenne Southwest
‘Washington, D.C. 20585-0002

Dear MT- Sm:

On April 8, 2004, the U.S. Department of Raergy published notice of its intent to prepare
an ETS for avail spur to the proposed Yncca Mountain repository. The Notice indicated that
DOE was initiating the scoping process for the EIS and announced a 45-day period for
comments, with a desdline of May 24, 2004.

Forty.five days fur sooping en EIS that deals with a project that will bave substantial and
iong-hsﬁnghnpwsanyfoeradabmmrmmciﬁasmﬁmwidzismﬁrdy '
inadequate. We are asking, therefore, that you immediately extend the comment period to a full
90 duys. '

The choice of the Calients, Nevada rail spur alternative will have wide-reaching
impliuﬁumfnnhipmmisofspuﬁmmlmfndvﬁﬁﬁnNcndamdmmdtham:ry. The .
decision to construct & rail spur at Caliente will affect the entirs high-level waste transportation
symn,resﬂﬁngingutumnnbmsofshipmansﬂmgcm:ﬁlmntumdﬂnmghmhin
states and cities, and lesser numbers of shipments through other areas. These system-wide
differential impacts have never been adequately assessed, and the scoping process for the
pmposedmilspumwbeahhwmompassthaﬁIHrmgeoIhnpacUmdimpamedm

The only way for DOE to adequately identify and assess the full range of impacts that are
likely to occur is to provids for an adcquate scoping period. Nipety days is the minbmum time
mqnhﬂtonnowmcpnbﬁcmdaﬁumdpmﬁummdﬁsmdmdwdummemposedaﬁm
and prepare comments.

DOE must also be prepared to hold scoping meetings in aress likely to be affected. The
three meetings in rural Nevada that were anmounced in the Notice are ingufficicnt and
upacceptzble. In addition 1o meetings in Amarposa Valley, Goldfield, and Caliemre, Nevada,
DOE must schediile scoping sessions in the state’s major population centers, Las Vegas and
RmdswhﬁmemehnpmdamdwmﬂﬁmmtﬁngmNMWinbefdt
statewide,
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Since states and cites around the country also stand to be substentislly affected by DOE’s:

nhuimoanwadalﬁlapw,DOBmmﬁthsemhendswphgmhmmm

‘ O enride. Such locations shonld be chosen based on an nalysis of how shipmeats from
reactors and generator sites would be routed to a Caliente radl spur. There must be a sufficient
demmwmmmmedmmdmwum
Yucca Mountain transportation system.

Thank you for your immediate sttention to this matter.
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